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COYOTE WATCH

As a result, over the last few months of 2015
coyotes received a lot of local press and social
media coverage.
After some FaceBook exchanges with a number of
persons, and a whiff in the air that Council was
bowing to pressure from a few individuals, our
Board of Directors decided to hold a special public
information meeting to try to bring some
understanding and clarification about the biology
and habits of this highly adaptive and intelligent
predator.
On December 10th we hosted speakers from
Coyote Watch Canada (CWC), at the Simcoe
Research Station auditorium on Blueline Road.
The response was overwhelming - over 100 people
- resulting in standing room only!

By: Bernie Solymár
The NFN Information Session on Coyotes
was a Big Success!
Late last year a couple of individuals made a
deputation to council about the “disturbing”
increase of coyotes in Norfolk County over the last
year or two. They claimed that coyotes are a threat
to pets and humans. Their angst was due to a small
dog being attacked on a home owner's driveway at
night about 2 years ago and residents in Port Dover
and Port Rowan (primarily) seeing coyotes in broad
daylight.

Eastern Coyotes
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CWC is a not-for-profit organization,
which has studied coyotes and
coyote-human interactions for almost
20 years.
Their organization provides public
education on the biology and
ecological role of these animals, as
well as government consultation, and
municipal wildlife framework models
on how communities like ours can
co-exist with coyotes. It was
heartening to see that 3 councillors
and a staff member attended the
meeting.
CWC’s executive director, Lesley
Sampson, gave a thoroughly
educational and entertaining
presentation.
Continued on page 2...
Norfolk Field Naturalists

COYOTE WATCH

...continued from page 1
•

Some of the points she made that really stood out
were:
• The Eastern Coyote does carry wolf and
dog genes but, based on DNA studies,
cross-breeding occurred primarily a century
ago as coyotes first started to move
eastward from the Prairies, and gradually
replaced larger predators (wolves and
bears) in southern Ontario. The percentage
of wolf and dog genes are small and interspecies breeding rarely occurs today, so
that terms “coywolf” and “coydog” are a bit
misleading. They are “coyotes” but there is
no argument that those found here are
somewhat larger than those found in
western Canada. This has an adaptive
advantage to bringing down larger prey like
deer, especially when there is lots of snow.
• Coyotes are highly intelligent, inquisitive
and adaptable. In rural areas they will
approach built up areas because they often
find a ready source of food. Solution – don’t
leave garbage, compost, etc. out. Put in
secure containers with lids.
• New infrastructure such as roads, fences
and urbanization impacts how wildlife
moves throughout our communities, often
resulting in increased sightings. Urban
boundary expansion creates a loss of
habitat and green spaces for wildlife. The
proliferation of housing in Port Dover
explains, in large part, why residents are
seeing more coyotes.

•

•

•

The crowd was polite and obviously interested,
whether they liked coyotes or not. There was a
farming couple there that owned sheep and they
were very upset about losing lambs to coyotes.
Lesley was sympathetic (rightly so) and offered to
visit them at a later date to provide some
constructive advice on how to handle their problem.
All in all a really good meeting with lots of great
information and visual aids.

Photo by:
Alison Hurt
Wikipedia

A very good article covering this meeting in the
Simcoe Reformer a few days later was a bonus.

•
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Coyotes are predators; in fact, top of the
food chain in southern Ontario. As such cats
and dogs become “fair game”. Pet owners
that live in rural areas need to take
responsibility of their pets by not letting
them roam at large.
Removing coyotes by shooting or trapping
does not work. If anything it can exacerbate
the issue. Lesley explained this is because
coyotes hang in small family units. These
“packs” have territories that, when they are
exterminated, are simply taken over by
coyotes from neighboring areas. The “new”
animals do not have the knowledge of the
territory that the former pack had and
therefore tend to be more of a “problem”.
Lesley dismissed the misconception that
coyotes feed regularly on feral cats. She
pointed out that a coyote isn’t very smart to
tangle with prey that has teeth and claws
and can fight back when there are easier
prey items around like voles, chipmunks,
rabbits, birds, etc.
Finally, we received a Hazing 101 course.
Hazing is a method of negative association
that safely compels a coyote to move away
from humans. This includes making yourself
look big, yelling and throwing things at a
bold coyote. Tin cans half filled with
pennies, banging pots, and water hoses
also work. The trick is to stick with it until
you have forced the coyote out of your yard,
farm, etc.
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LIFE WITH

COYOTE NEIGHBOURS
By Inga Hinnerichsen

Playing coyote pups

Photo: "G'pa Bill" / Wikipedia

As many of you already know, we used to live out
West in Alberta. We had a house in an older
suburban area in Calgary and a cabin in the
Foothills of the Rockies north west of the city.
Our property in town was backing onto a natural
park area along the Bow River.
For many years the suburbs were plagued by a
growing rodent population. There were Snowshoe
Hares and rabbits, Gophers (Richardson's Ground
Squirrels), Meadow Voles and mice raiding the
vegetable gardens and digging burrows in parks
and back yards.
Then the Coyotes arrived. These
cunning canines are quick to follow
the food source: rodents are their
mainstay. A coyote couple moved in
and established their den behind our
property. We often saw the adults
and most evenings they entertained
us with their songs. In the spring
there were pups in the den. When the
pups were old enough they'd venture
out to play behind our back yard.
One day when I was working in the
garden two City of Calgary biologists
came by.
April 2016

A pack of coyotes

They knew about the den and asked if we had had
any trouble with the coyotes. I told them: On the
contrary, they were no trouble at all and the rodent
situation was getting a lot better.
We have always had dogs, usually two Labs at any
given time. The dogs stayed outside in their chain
link kennel while we were at work during the day.
The dogs didn't care about the Coyotes; they were
some strange aliens who spoke a language they
couldn't understand. Likewise, the Coyotes totally
ignored the dogs. There were a couple of incidents
in town when a coyote snatched a small dog that
had strayed away from its people in a park, but
people very quickly learned to keep small pets and
toddlers closely supervised.
Out West and in many other areas in North
America people and their livestock have co-existed
with coyotes and other predators for centuries.
Many ranchers protect their herds, young calves
and lambs with guard dogs. The Pyreneans can
adopt a flock as their own family pack. A male
Llama is another fierce defender of its adopted
flock. They've been known to chase away much
larger predators, such as cougars and bears.
Wolves and coyotes don't stand a chance against a
formidable guardian like the Llama.
The city coyotes are normally lone individuals or
couples, unlike their country cousins who usually
hang out in family packs. Out by our cabin we had
3 such packs in the neighbourhood. We hardly ever
saw them, they only left tracks in the snow and
some scat along the trails. Instead they made
themselves heard loud and clear. Every evening
the lead soloist of a pack would pick up a tune and
the others would join in with soaring harmonies.
The other packs in the area would join in the
concert yodeling and kay-ay'ing to confirm the
boundaries of their territories. The Western
Coyotes, although smaller than their eastern
counterparts, excel in musical ability.

Photo: US National Park Service / Wikipedia
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Here's some more Coyote trivia:
(Excerpts from an article in The Economist,
October 2015)
It is rare for a new animal species to emerge in
front of scientists' eyes, but this seems to be
happening in eastern North America.
Like some people who might rather not admit it,
wolves faced with scarcity of potential sexual
partners are not beneath lowering their standards.
It was desperation of this sort, biologists reckon,
that led dwindling wolf populations in southern
Ontario to begin, a century or two ago, breeding
widely with dogs and coyotes. The clearance of
forests for farming, together with the deliberate
persecution which wolves often suffer at the hand
of man, had made life tough for the species. That
same forest clearance, though, both permitted
coyotes to spread from their prairie homeland into
areas hitherto exclusively lupine, and brought the
dogs that accompanied the farmers into the mix.

Wikipedia: Coyote - Canis latrans
As of 2005,19 subspecies are recognized.
Geographic variation in coyotes is not great, though
taken as a whole, the eastern subspecies (C. l.
thamnos and C. l. frustor) are large, dark colored
animals, with a gradual paling in color and
reduction in size westward and northward (C. l.
texensis, C. l. latrans, C. l. lestes, and C. l.
incolatus), a brightening of ochraceous tones
towards the Pacific coast (C. l. ochropus, C. l.
umpquensis), a reduction in size in the
southwestern United States (C. l. microdon, C. l.
mearnsi) and a general trend towards dark reddish
colors and short muzzles in Mexican and Central
American populations.
Body language:
Being both a gregarious and solitary animal, the
variability of the coyote's visual and vocal repertoire
is intermediate between that of the solitary foxes
and the highly social wolf. The aggressive behavior
of the coyote bears more similarities to that of foxes
than it does that of wolves and dogs.
An aggressive coyote arches its back and
lowers its tail. Pups fight each other
regardless of sex, while among adults
aggression is typically reserved for
members of the same sex. Fights among
females tend to be more serious than ones
among males, as females seize their
opponents' forelegs, throat, and shoulders.
Vocalizations:
The coyote has been described as "the
most vocal of North American wild
mammals." At least 11 different
vocalizations are known in adult coyotes.
These sounds are divided into three
categories: agonistic and alarm, greeting,
and contact. They include woofs, growls,
huffs, barks, bark howls, yelps, and highfrequency whines.
Visit www.wikipedia.org for much more
information on coyotes.
Map left:
The distribution of coyote subspecies in North
America

February 2016
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the buds can also be a good clue to its
identity.
• The environment may also offer valuable
clues, i.e. some trees prefer dry, welldrained areas, others like to keep their
"feet" wet
• Unless there is a heavy snow cover, last
year's fallen leaves under the tree may give
you the information you need to confirm the
species. This is not a completely reliable
clue since leaves get carried by wind and
mixed up with leaves from other trees.
The first tree we examined was a Chestnut. These
days they are few and far between after the fungal
blight decimated this once abundant species. The
Chestnut reproduces by seed only if there are both
male and female trees present. New trees usually
sprout from the stumps of dead trees. They seldom
grow to full size before the fungus attacks and kills
them. The commercially grown Chestnuts are
blight-resistant hybrids. The bark on more mature
trunks forms flat topped ridges, the branching is
alternate. The tell-tale old leaves are oblong (longer
than Beech leaves) with spiny toothed edges. The
Chestnut prefers dryer, well-drained areas.
The Black Cherry is more easily recognized in
winter. Its trunk usually twists and turns, the bark is
dark grey, a little purplish. Its small plates loosen at
the edges curling out. Some people think it looks
like burnt popcorn. The twigs are dark, alternate
and fine.

BACKUS WOODS IN WINTER
Tree Identification Hike
Report and photos by Inga Hinnerichsen

Tree ID group lead by Brett Norman

We couldn't have picked a more beautiful day for
this winter outing. On the afternoon of Sunday,
March 6, the sun was out and the temperature was
on the plus side of the freezing mark. There was
only a trace of snow on the forest floor, unlike last
year, when we had to trudge in single file through
deep drifts.
17 enthusiastic participants set out into the forest
lead by NCC ecologist Brett Norman.
To most people all deciduous trees look the same
in the winter: Bark clad trunks with bare branches
and twigs. How do you tell them apart without the
more recognizable leaves? Brett gave us many
pointers and examples along the trail.
• Start with the general shape of the tree
keeping in mind that in the dense forest
trees tend to be taller as the trees are
competing for light. The crown mainly
develops at the top forming the forest
canopy.
• Examine the appearance of the bark and
the trunk.
• Move on to the branches and twigs. Most
trees have alternate branching, only a few
have opposite branches.
• If you're looking at a young sapling the
colour of the small twigs and the shape of
April 2016

Brett at the base of a massive White Pine

Continued on page 6...
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...continued from page 5

Brett explained the differences between Black, Red
and White Oaks.
The trunk of the Black Oak is often tilted, leaning
over to one side. The other two are straight. The
bark of the white Oak is light grey and the long
plates often loosen from the trunk, especially higher
up, almost like the Shagbark Hickory, but not as
much. The Black Oak bark is dark grey resembling
alligator skin. The Red Oak bark is dark and
furrowed, often with broad shiny strips. The twigs of
the oaks are alternate and irregular, overall messy
looking. The leaves of the White Oak have evenly
spaced rounded lobes. Red and Black Oak leaves
are harder to tell apart. Both have pointed lobes,
the Black Oak leaves are usually more deeply
lobed and feel rough when rubbed.

Tulip Tree seeds, the irregular branching of Oaks, the long
pointy buds of the Beech and the curly bark of the Yellow Birch

We stopped at a majestic White Pine, the official
tree of Ontario. They are the tallest trees in the
forest reaching the super-canopy in their quest for
light. This tree stands out in the Carolinian forest
because of its evergreen needles. The needles of
the White Pine are soft and grow in clusters of 5.
The White Pine was a very sought after tree by the
early settlers and ship builders for both the
commercial and military navy because of its tall,
April 2016

straight trunk that was perfectly suited for masts for
the sailing ships. It was named "The Queen's Tree"
and declared the property of the Crown. Anyone
caught cutting a White Pine without proper
authorization was punished by death!
Another tree that is easy to recognize is the Beech
with its smooth light grey bark. The leaf buds on
saplings are also distinctive: long, slender and
pointy. Young saplings often retain their last year's
dry leaves making them obvious in the otherwise
bare forest.
The Yellow Birch prefers a moist environment. Its
trunk is covered with warm grey fine curls of the
peeling bark making it easy to recognize. When its
small flat seeds land and germinate on a decaying
"mother log" or stump the roots first grow around it
and down into the ground. Over years the log or
stump completely decays and leaves the Birch
standing on leg like stilt roots.
Maples are more difficult to tell apart without their
leaves. The common denominator is the opposite
branching. Both twigs and leaves occur opposite
each other along the branches. The ends of young
twigs and the buds of both the Red Maple and the
Silver Maple are reddish. The buds on the Sugar
Maple are slender and brownish. The Silver Maple
likes its feet wet, the other two are generalists.
Our last stop was at another super-canopy tree.
The Tulip Tree or Tulip Poplar is second only to the
White Pine. The trunk is straight without any
branches until the canopy. Its bark is deeply
furrowed and the ridges are sharp. Silhouetted
against the sky you can see seed clusters still
clinging onto the high branches. Tulip Poplar is a
very popular wood used by cabinet makers. They
like its straight grain and absence of knots. While
not a particularly beautiful material, it is used as
secondary wood in furniture, such as a chest of
drawers. The visible surfaces of the cabinet's
exterior is a primary wood, Cherry or Walnut, etc.,
the interior frame and drawer boxes are made of
Tulip Poplar. This wood is also easy to work with
when making dovetail joinery.
Next time you go for a walk in the park or in the
woods you can amuse yourself with identifying as
many trees you can. With a little practise it
becomes second nature.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS' REPORT

BRIEFS

Spring 2016

www.ontarionature.org

The NFN Board of Directors didn't meet since
the February Lotus issue. Our next meeting is
scheduled for April 26. The report from that
meeting will be in the summer issue.

85 Years of Connecting People to Nature!
Ontario Nature is holding their 85th Annual
Gathering, The Bruce Beckons, on June 3-5 at
Evergreen Resort, along Little Red Bay of South
Bruce Peninsula.
The NFN is taking part in the festivities.
A full report to follow in Lotus.

NOTICE WITH REGARDS TO

EVENT CANCELLATIONS
Sometimes adverse weather or other
unpredictable conditions may necessitate an
event cancellation on short notice.
We will notify the MYFM 98.9 radio station,
send out an email to all those with internet
access and post a notice on our web page.
A note will also be posted on the door to the
Seniors Centre Hall or at the meeting place for
a field event, in case you missed the above
notifications.
An event will be cancelled to ensure the safety
of our Members and Guests.

Diane Salter caught this great photo of a Snowy Owl near
Long Point Bird Observatory on March 30.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
2016 season:
Terri Van Bruggen, Ron Shortt,
Janice Gilbert and Cindy Presant

Thank You!
From Norfolk Field Naturalists to

We are looking forward to meeting you and
hope you will participate in and enjoy all the
NFN indoor presentations and field outings!

Will Partridge
Guardian Computing
For hosting our website

Sunday, July 10, 2016, 9 A.M. to 4 P.M.

Long Point Waterfowl Research Centre
546 Turkey Point Road
Turkey Point, Norfolk County
$15 / vehicle
For more information visit:
www.naturefest.ca or: info@naturescalling.ca
519-410-7376

April 2016
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Upcoming NFN
2016 Spring/Summer Events

Mother's Day Wildflower Hike
in Backus Woods
Sunday, May 8, 1:00 - 3:00pm
Join us on a leisurely stroll identifying
and learning about spring flowers.
Meet at the parking lot off 3rd
Concession Rd. This is a joint venture
with LPRCA, a small donation is
appreciated
Contact Fiona at 519-586-2217

Movie Night & Popcorn
Tuesday, May 10, 7:30 pm
At Simcoe Seniors Centre, 89 Pond
Street

Chasing Ice
An extreme ice survey, James Balog
began deploying time-lapse cameras
across the Arctic to capture a multiyear record of the world's changing
glaciers.

Spring Migrants
in Backus Woods
Saturday, May 14, 7:30 - 9:30 am
Tim Lucas, leads us on a birdwatching expedition in the South Tract
of Backus Woods,
Meet at the parking lot off 3rd
Concession Rd.
Contact Bernie at 519-428-0706.

NFN Meetings

About the NFN

Norfolk Field Naturalist meetings
are held the second Tuesday of
the month from September to May.
Meetings take place at the
Simcoe Seniors Centre,
89 Pond Street.
The meetings are free and visitors
are always welcome. Doors open
at 7:15 pm, programs begin at
7:30 pm.

Norfolk Field Naturalists members
participate in meetings and field
outings, many of which are familyfriendly. Membership fees are
$20 Individual and $30 Family.
Donations are eligible for income
tax credits. Charitable registration
# 11905869RR00001

NFN Mailing Address
Norfolk Field Naturalists
PO Box 995, Simcoe, ON
N3Y 5B3

Next Lotus issue:
Summer 2016
Input dead line:
Friday, June 17, 2016

Guest speakers present programs
on interesting and relevant natural
history and conservation topics.
Club members receive the Lotus
newsletter with articles on local
natural history and club activities.
Copies of the Lotus are available
at meetings, by mail or by email
and posted on the NFN web site.
Articles published in the lotus
reflect the views and opinions of
the authors, but not necessarily
those of the NFN.
www.norfolkfieldnaturalists.org

2015 - 2016 NFN Executive with contact & project information

SPECIAL FIELD TRIP
June 3 - 5 (Friday to Sunday)
Exploring the Bruce Peninsula
For more information contact Bernie at
519- 427-9969

Long Point

Butterfly Count
Saturday, July 2, 2016
This all-day event is similar to a
Christmas Bird Count and involves
identifying and counting local
butterflies. Join one of our “winged
jewels” experts, and help tabulate the
species and numbers of butterflies in
Long Point and surrounding area –
part of the North America-wide annual
count. Our record number of species is
55 – let’s beat that this year! Contact
Adam Timpf, 519-586-9964 or
adam.timpf@gmail.com for details.
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President
Vice-President
Sanctuary
Past President
Treasurer
Secretary
Director/ Membership
Speaker Program
Publicity
Field Events/ Environment
Director-at-large
Director-at-large

Inga Hinnerichsen
Len Grincevicius
Peter Carson
Bernie Solymár
Barb Hourigan
Eleanor Chithalen
Diane Salter
Len Grincevicius
David Curry
Bernie Solymár
Sue Olmstead
Vacant

All 519875-5601 daveinga@live.ca
428-6796 portie_1989@eastlink.ca
586-3985 gartcar@kwic.com
427-9969 solymar@nornet.on.ca
583-1198 bbhourigan@yahoo.ca
582-4382 eleanor.chithalen@gmail.com
586-7775 bigcreek@kwic.com
428-6796 portie_1989@eastlink.ca
875-5601 david.curry@hotmail.com
427-9969 solymar@nornet.on.ca
583-1436 ksolmstead@kwic.com

Lotus Editor (appointed)
Inga Hinnerichsen 875-5601 daveinga@live.ca
Butterfly Counts: (appointed) Adam Timpf 586-9964
Christmas Bird Counts: (appointed) David Okines - Woodhouse Count 519-586-9464
Linda Thrower - Fisherville Count 905-774-1230
Honorary President: Al Robinson
Honorary Directors: Harry Barrett, Jim Harlow

Page 8

Norfolk Field Naturalists

